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SUBJECT: SOVIET PRESS TREATMENT OF USIA/ICA REORGANIZATION 

1 . DURING APRIL 6 CALL ON MFA/PRESS DEPUTY CHIEF V. A. 

KHAZOV DEVOTED TO OTHER MATTERS, EMBASSY PRESS AND 
CULTURAL COUNSELOR BENSON, PROMPTED BY ARTICLE THAT SAME 
MORNING IN "PRAVDA' 1 (BEING REPORTED SEPTEL), RAISED ISSUE 

OF RECENT SOVIET PRESS COMMENTARY CRITICAL OF USIA/ICA 
REORGANIZATION AND SUPPOSED AIMS OF BOTH OLD AND NEW 
AGENCIES. 

2. PREFACING HIS REMARKS BY NOTING THAT MOST RECENT 
"PRAVDA” SWIPE WAS PARTICULARLY UNFUNNY ATTEMPT AT 
"HUMOR” WITH SNIDE PERSONAL REFERENCES TO AMBASSADOR 
REINHARDT, BENSON SAID THAT PARTICULARLY DEPLORABLE WERE 
REFERENCES TO AGENCY AS FOUNT OF "DISINFORMATION" AND ARM 
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OF INTELLIGENCE ORGANS (PRAVDA APRIL 6 PIECE REFERRED TO 
"EMPLOYEES OF THE CIA SITTING IN USIA”). SOVIETS, 

SUGGESTED P&C COUNSELOR, SHOULD GIVE SOME THOUGHT TO 
EFFECT SUCH A PRESS CAMPAIGN CREATES AMONG OFFICIAL U.S. 
READERSHIP. 

3. NOTING THAT THE NEW INTERNATIONAL COMMUNICATION AGENCY 
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IS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE "ENTIRE BREADTH AND DEPTH OF OUR 
CULTURAL, ACADEMIC, INTELLECTUAL AND INFORMATIONAL 
EXCHANGES WITH THE WHOLE WORLD", BENSON SAID THAT WE FEEL 
THIS WORK CONTRIBUTES IN A MAJOR WAY TO BETTERING 
INTERNATIONAL UNDERSTANDING AND THAT THE USG, THE ICA AND 
ICA'S OWN EMPLOYEES TAKE THIS WORK VERY SERIOUSLY. 

TO BE FACED WITH OPEN ACCUSATIONS IN THE SOVIET PRESS OF 
"WRONG AND FOUL BEHAVIOR," HE POINTED OUT, IS MOST 
IRRITATING. COUNTERPOISING "OPEN, HONEST AND WORTHWHILE 
PURPOSES" OF ICA WITH "NEGATIVE" SOVIET PRESS TREATMENT 
OVER PAST HALF-YEAR, P & C COUNSELOR DEDUCED THAT "HOSTILE 
CLIMATE IS BENG CREATED ABOUT OUR ACTIVITIES" AND THAT 
MFA SHOULD LOOK INTO IT AND DRAW APPROPRIATE CONCLUSIONS. 

4. KHAZOV REMAINED SILENT THROUGHOUT BENSON’S 
PRESENTATION, EXCEPT TO INTERJECT AT ONE POINT THAT HE HAD 
NOT READ THAT MORNING'S "PRAVDA" AND SO HAD NOT SEEN 
LATEST ARTICLE TO WHICH BENSON WAS REFERRING. WHEN 
P & C COUNSELOR HAD FINISHED SAYING WHAT HE HAD TO SAY, 

HE ASKED KHAZOV FOR COMMENT. LATTER'S ENTIRE COMMENT, 
REPRODUCED HERE WORD-FOR-WORD, WAS "YASNO, YASNO" 
("CLEAR, CLEAR"). TOON 
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